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THE FUTURE WHEAT SUPPLY OF THE 
UNITED STATES* 

The subject of our future wheat supply- 
is seen at once to involve four separate 
questions, as follows: (1) What is the pos- 
sible increase in production that may be 
attained? (2) How may it be attained? 
(3) What is the probability of such attain- 
ment? (4) Will this production satisfy 
the demand? 

It is evident also that no tangible benefit 
can come to the reader of any discussion of 
this subject which does not have applica- 
tion to some definite period of time. It is 
assumed, therefore, in this present discus-- 
sion that we are concerned with movements 
in the next forty years — or a period closing 
with the year 1950. 

POSSIBLE INCREASE EST WHEAT PRODUCTION 

An increase in wheat production can 
arise in two ways: (1) By an increase in 
the wheat acreage, and (2) by ah increase 
in acre yields. 

INCREASING THE WHEAT ACREAGE. 

The wheat acreage may be increased 
through an expansion in the farm area and 
also by devoting a larger percentage of the 
present farm area to wheat. 

Expansion of the Farm Area. — The 1 total 
land area of the United States is 1,900,- 
947,200 acres. By the census of 1900 it 
was shown that at that time 44.1 per cent, 
of this area, or 838,591,774 acres, was in- 
cluded in farms. The farms were of all 
sizes, and of course were not entirely culti- 
vated, .many of them in fact, being large 

1 Read before the Millers' National Federation 
Mass Convention at Minneapolis, June 22, 1910. 



